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Abstract

The experience of the world economy over the last few decades shows that herd behavior
is one of the main factors in the formation of financial crises. In identifying the causes of
such behavior, economists have pointed the finger of accusation at various factors, and it
can be said that monetary policy is at the top of this list. Because of the harmful effects of
herd behavior on stock market, identifying the factors influencing this type of behaviour
can be of great importance. As a result, the main objective of this study is to investigate the
effect of monetary policy on the formation of herd behavior in Tehran Stock Exchange. In
this regard, using the monthly data from April 2009 to March 2021 and using the non-linear
STR-GARCH model, the effect of monetary policy on the formation of herd behavior in
the Iranian stock market was investigated. This method allows the researcher to model the
non-linear pattern in herd behavior. In the estimated model, Chang et al.’s index (2000) was
used to measure the dispersion of stock returns around the market return, also, the monetary
policy variable (growth of liquidity) was used as threshold variable. By choosing this
variable as a threshold variable, we can check whether changes in this variable can lead to
a transition from a rational regime to a herd regime or not. The results of the study indicate
that herd behavior in Tehran Stock Exchange has a variable behavior over time and the
linear model is not suitable for investigating such behavior. Also, the results of the research
show that based on different values of liquidity growth variable, the behavior of investors
changes, so that for monthly liquidity growth values smaller than 2.3%, rational behavior
is observed in investment decisions, but with an increase in the growth rate of liquidity and
crossing this threshold, over time, herd behavior becomes the dominant behavior in the
stock market.

Keywords: Monetary Policy, Herding Behavior, Tehran Stock Exchange, Nonlinear
Models.
JEL Classification: E52, ES8, G41.

1. PhD student in economics, Department of Economics, Faculty of Economics and Management, Urmia University, Urmia, Iran
2. Associate Professor, Department of Economics, Faculty of Economics and Management, Urmia University, Urmia, Iran
(Corresponding Author).

Email: a.rezazadeh@urmia.ac.ir

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, Faculty of Economics and Management, Urmia University, Urmia, Iran

Citations: Shararkhah Alanagh, M. H.; Rezazadeh, A. & Jahangiri, S., (2023). “The Impact of Monetary Policy on Herding
Behavior in Tehran Stock Exchange”. Journal of Applied Economics Studies in Iran, 12(47): 101-132. doi: 10.22084/
aes.2023.27600.3569

Homepage of this Article: https://aes.basu.ac.ir/article 5137.html?lang=en



Shararkhah et al.: M E

1. Introduction

In financial markets, herding is an important behavioural phenomenon (Huang
and Salmon, 2009) and refers to a process in which market participants imitate
each other's actions. Monetary policy may potentially play a role in this process
and send strong signals that may coordinate the behaviour of similar investors
through two channels. First, monetary policy, through its information content, can
affect investors' economic expectations and sentiments, which in turn can lead
investors to react simultaneously and in a similar direction. Lutz, 2015; Galariotis
et al., 2018). Second channel is through risk management measurement models,
which are commonly used for regulatory purposes and may lead to similar
investment decisions (Krokida et al., 2020).

Financial variables, because they are directly related to human behavior, are
mostly non-linear in nature. The herd behavior variable is also likely to follow
such a pattern. Stock market participants may show different behavior when faced
with the same conditions at different times. In other words, herd behavior may be
formed in some periods and not dominate the market in some periods. It is also
possible that this non-linear behavior occurred in response to some important
economic variables such as monetary policy. The use of linear methods, when the
variable under investigation follows a nonlinear behavior, can lead to serious
specification distortion and make it difficult to accurately estimate the
coefficients. Also, under linear models, it is not possible to investigate the effect
of monetary policy on the behavior of stock market participants between two
rational and herd regimes. Based on this and in order to overcome this problem, in
this study, along with the estimation of the linear model, the non-linear STR-
GARCH model has also been estimated. In this regard, the main objective of this
study is to investigate the impact of monetary policy on the herd behaviour of
investors in the Tehran Stock Exchange using a nonlinear model.

2. Methodology

In this study, smooth transition regression method is used to investigate the effects
of monetary policy on herd behavior. Of course, considering that in financial
markets we are facing the problem of conditional variance heterogeneity in most
cases, the generalized autoregressive conditional heteroscedasticity method has
also been used to model the variance of regression error sentences. In other words,
the method used in this research is the STR-GRACH method. The reason for
using the smooth transition regression method is that this method enables the
investigation of non-linear behavior in herd behavior. In other words, there is no
requirement that the stock market always behaves like a herd. Herd behavior can
exist in some periods and in some other periods we can witness the existence of a
rational behavior or the absence of herd behavior.
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3. Data

The data used in this study includes the monthly data of the Tehran stock market
between April 2009 and March 2021. The number of companies included in the
sample related to the dispersion of the returns of the shares around the market
returns in each period is different and includes all the companies that have an
open symbol in that period and were traded in the Tehran Stock Exchange.

It should be noted that the transition variable used in this study is the liquidity
growth rate variable (as a proxy for monetary policy). The stock price data was
extracted from the Tehran Stock Exchange and the liquidity data was extracted
from the Central Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

4. Discussion

The main purpose of this study is to investigate the effects of monetary policy on
herd behaviour in Tehran Stock Exchange. In this regard, in addition to estimating
the linear model, the nonlinear STR-GARCH model is also estimated using
monthly data from April 2009 to March 2021.

The results of the study indicate that the herding in the Tehran Stock Exchange
has a time varying pattern and the linear model is not suitable for examining such
behaviour. Based on different values of liquidity growth variable, investors'
behaviour changes. For monthly liquidity growth values smaller than 2.3%, we
observe rational behaviour in investment decisions, but with increasing liquidity
growth rate and passing This threshold, over time, herding becomes the driving
force behind the decisions of investors.

5. Conclusion
The results of this research are completely in line with previous studies conducted
abroad. Among these studies, we can mention the study of Krokida et al. (2020)
and Gong and Dai (2017), in which the researchers came to the conclusion that
expansionary monetary policy can cause the formation of herd behavior in the
stock market. In fact, due to its important role in the economy, monetary policy
has a coordinating feature between stock market participants, and if it is
implemented in an unexpected way, it can surprise investors and create uncertain
conditions that are the basis for the formation of herd behavior. is to provide
Based on the results, it can be stated that policymakers and economic planners
of the country should be cautious in implementing monetary policy, especially
expansionary monetary policy, because if the growth rate of liquidity exceeds the
threshold, it will induce herd behaviour in capital market investors. Given that, in
the event of a herd behaviour, investors rely solely on the predictions and analysis
of others and they will trade without using the fundamental information available
to companies and industries. The formation of such behaviour can have several
negative effects for the capital market and country's economy. In fact, because one
of the main reasons for the formation and collapse of stock market bubbles is the
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herd behaviour and stock market bubbles in addition to the nominal effects, can
also have real effects on the economy, the occurrence of the herd behaviour will
be harmful to the economy. Bubble formation as a result of herd behaviour can
lead to inefficient allocation of capital and overinvestment in the stock market and
through wealth effect and other channels its collapse can affect economic growth
and real consumption.
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Tab. 1: Descriptive statistics
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Tab. 2: The results of ADF unit root test
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Tab. 3: Nonlinearity test results
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Tab. 4:The results of transfer function type selection
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Tab. 5: Investigating herd behavior using the linear model
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Tab. 6: Investigating herd behavior using the linear GARCH model
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Tab. 7: Investigating herd behavior using the nonlinear STR-GARCH model
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